The Role of Liver Function in the Setting of Cirrhosis with Chronic Infection and Critical Illness.
The patient with sepsis in the setting of hepatitis C virus (HCV)-related cirrhosis can have a more rapid decline in other organ dysfunction during critical illness and faces further increase in the risk for death. This article discusses the role of liver function in the patient with a systemic critical illness in contrast to the worsened pathophysiology of the patient with cirrhosis secondary to chronic HCV infection and critical illness, inpatient and posthospitalization management of the critically ill patient with chronic HCV-related cirrhosis, and the nursing implications and recommendations for future research for this population.